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UPJ BIENNIAL CONFERENCE

“WE had Jews
meeting at Starbucks, asking one
another ‘what do
you do?’, and a
woman says, ‘I’m a
rabbi.’” In some
eyes, that scenario – described by
Rabbi Dr Lawrence Hoffman
(pictured) from a US rabbinical
outreach program to millennials
– might be unconventional. But
when rabbis go where their future
congregants are sipping lattes or
beers, they can actually encourage young Jews to identify, he
told The AJN from New York.
Rabbi Hoffman, who will be
the scholar-in-residence at the
Union for Progressive Judaism
(UPJ) biennial conference in
Melbourne this month, is one
of the creative minds behind
Synagogue 3000, which shows
shules how to attract and keep
congregants.
The US Reform rabbi said
Jews have traditionally seen synagogues as places to meet “based
on ethnicity, shared Holocaust
experiences and what I’d call
Jewish civic virtue, that feeling
that it’s the right thing to join
a shule. But millennials don’t
need a physical centre because
the internet empowers them”.
To attract these young adults,
“we need to be online in ways
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we’re only beginning to learn
how to do”.
Rabbi Hoffman teaches liturgy, ritual, spirituality, theology and synagogue leadership
at the Hebrew Union CollegeJewish Institute of Religion in
New York.
His interest in Jewish identity
and its hunger “for learning, for
reason, for truth” sprang from
his love of liturgy – and how it
adapts to reflect a developing
Jewish identity.
He has written or edited over
40 books, including My People’s
Prayer Book, an award-winning
10-volume siddur with modern
commentaries.
“I began to see different
prayer books as different indices
of evolving Jewish identity,” he
said.
Canadian-born
R abbi
Hoffman grew up at an Orthodox
synagogue on the fringe of
Toronto but was attracted to
Reform’s embrace of what he
calls “the responsibility of the
individual conscience”.
“I’d like to redefine Judaism
as a rolling conversation through
time,” he reflected, “but also
about that which does justice to
the human condition.”
The theme of the UPJ conference, to
be held November 15-18, is Making
Progressive. For more info, visit
www.upj.org.au

Hyams dons the robes again
PETER KOHN
WELL-KNOWN Jewish communal figure and long-time Glen Eira
councillor Jamie Hyams has been
elected Mayor of Glen Eira for a
third time.
Formerly a solicitor, Hyams, a
Glen Eira resident for many years,
served as mayor in 2012 and
2013. Now in his fourth term as
a councillor in Tucker Ward, he
was elected to the mayoralty unopposed by fellow councillors at their
October 31 meeting.
Addressing councillors after his
election, Hyams said, “I am stepping into some big shoes taking
over from outgoing mayor Tony
Athanasopoulos, and ‘outgoing mayor’ was actually an apt
description of Tony when he was
mayor, because he distinguished
himself with his friendliness and
his warmth, which I know were
greatly appreciated and admired by
our community.”
Hyams also congratulated Joel
Silver, a first-term councillor in
Camden Ward, who was elected
deputy mayor. Silver brought proposals for a Holocaust memorial
artwork or sculpture before the
council last year.
“Joel brings his barrister’s intellect and talent for analysis to our
discussions, and has a close connection to his local community.
I look forward to working with

Newly elected Glen Eira Mayor Jamie Hyams (right) with new deputy mayor
Joel Silver.

you,” he said.
Hyams said while councillors
often disagree on issues, “we do so
with respect for each other’s views,
and with the understanding that
we all have the same aim – to do
what is best for the community”.
“The camaraderie I mentioned
before actually goes beyond the
councillor group, to our directors
who are here alongside me,” he
said.
Speaking to The AJN, Hyams
said he hopes to lead councillors in
their work with the state government and the Caulfield Racecourse
Reserve Trust to achieve better
public access and community facilities in the massive open space at
the centre of the racecourse. He
will also lead the planning for
a dog agility park adjoining the
racecourse.

Aside from that, Hyams has his
eye on upgrading sporting facilities, establishing a community
garden in Moorleigh, and setting
up a far more user-friendly council
website.
Hyams first ran for council in
2003. “I saw that as a way of
increasing my community involvement and contributing more to the
local community.”
In the Jewish community, he
was executive director of Maccabi
Victoria, and was president of the
Maccabi Cricket Club. “I still play
for them when council duties allow
me.”
Hyams is currently on leave
from his position as a senior policy analyst and staff writer at the
Australia/Israel & Jewish Affairs
Council.

IMPORTANT AND OUTSTANDING ON-SITE
CONTENTS AUCTION
41 Howitt Road Caulfield North
AUCTION SUNDAY 18TH NOVEMBER 2018 AT 12.30PM
Viewings: Friday 16th November 4pm – 7pm | Saturday 17th November 11am – 4pm | Sunday 18th November 10am – 12.15pm
Under instructions from the vendors of 41 Howitt Road Caulfield North
Also included entries from the Estate of Lorraine Rosenfeld, Toorak, Estate of Serge Smirnoff,
Edithvale, Estate of Jurgen Nicklisch, Montmorency, private entries from Doncaster,
Mentone, Toorak, Pakenham and East St Kilda

The majority to be sold without reserves
Important art works

Decorative wares

Brett Whiteley, John Olsen, David Boyd,
Pro Hart, Ray Crooke, Rick Amor, Sam Fullbrook,
James Gleeson, Kenneth Jack, Jasper Knight,
Bill Coleman, Robert Dickerson, Evelyn Syme
and many more. Look at our web site
for full catalogue and pictures.

Lalique, Murano, Kosta Boda, Worcester,
Doulton, Royal Copenhagen, Rosenthal,
Wedgwood black basalt, rare John Olsen and
Deborah Halpern ceramics, Guy Boyd bronze,
St Ives, Bitossi plus Oriental antiques including
ceramics and bronzes plus many others.

Jewellery and silver
A large collection of estate-coins, watches,
sterling silver and continental silver etc.

Furniture
Rare Zoureff, Danish, Georgian,
Victorian, Art Deco and retro, etc.

Other includes

musical instruments, rugs, books, toys etc.
See our website for full details

www.aaauctions.com.au
Telephone David Freeman on 0419 578 184 or Amanda on 0419 361 753
P. O. Box 250 Black Rock 3193 – Our Bentleigh office by appointment only.
Please note: No viewing at any other times as the family is still in residence, thank you.

