THE
PROGRESSIVE APPEAL

THANK YOU FOR INVESTING IN HELPING

TO MAKE ISRAEL
A HOME FOR ALL JEWS

WANT ISRAEL TO BE A HOME FOR ALL JEWS?

That is why we have a UIA Progressive Appeal.
How the benefits are currently allocated:

Whilst the UIA generally works to further the national priorities
of the State of Israel and Israeli society, Progressive Jews
have an opportunity to direct their donations to causes
which resonate with the values of Progressive Judaism.
That is why we have a UIA Progressive Appeal.
Here you will read about our distinguished guest speaker
for 2019, and some amazing stories which will give you a
sense of the impact the UIA Progressive Appeal is achieving.

But first, an important thank you.
Thank you and Mazal Tov!
Last year, the UIA Progressive Appeal raised $900,000.
This year, we hope to exceed $1,000,000.

Establishing New Israeli
Progressive Congregations
for Olim 17%
Developing WUPJ Youth Refugee
Programs for Olim from the FSU 11%

IMPJ Refugee Outreach 14%

Activism by IRAC/LACO for Refugees/
Pluralism Legal Efforts for Olim 28%

IMPJ Pre-Army, Netzer & Youth
Outreach Programs for Olim 30%

Whether you invest $10 or $10,000 (or more) with your
help we can achieve that goal. For the 50% of Emanuel
Synagogue and North Shore Temple Emanuel congregants
who do not currently support the UIA, we invite you to read
this newsletter and make the investment that you can afford
in the growth of our Progressive Jewish values, in Israel.

“We are Orthodox... we won’t do a job for a
Progressive Jew.”
Just last year, 2018, this is what a print shop employee told a member
of the Progressive congregation in Mevasseret Zion who came to
print a few flyers. She was shocked by this treatment, and the Israel
Religious Action Center stepped in to assist.
These kinds of incidents are on the rise because of how rapidly progressive
Judaism is growing in Israel; 13% of Israeli Jews - almost 1 million people identify as Progressive or Conservative.
34% of Israeli Jews said that the Progressive movement is the Jewish
movement they most identify with.

THE KOTEL: AN UPDATE
In January 2018, an expanded panel of seven
Supreme Court judges heard our case for equality
at the Western Wall.
The Court was shown videos of the harassment of
participants at monthly Women of the Wall prayers, and
of the guards being violent towards people carrying
Torah scrolls. A decision is pending.

THE 2019
DISTINGUISHED
UIA PROGRESSIVE
APPEAL SPEAKER:
Orly Erez Likhovski

Your tax deductible dontions
DO make a difference. Thank you!

Elena’s
family sent
her to a Netzer
Summer Camp
and there, she
discovered a world
that welcomed,
supported and
engaged her
with Judaism.

Orly Erez Likhovski leads the fight to end gender segregation
in Israel. She has won cases in the Israel Supreme court ending
gender discrimination on public transportation, so that no
longer can there be any requirement that women sit in the
back of public buses.

Center of the Progressive Movement since 2004, and has
been Director of the legal department since 2014.

In 2018 she forced the Rishon LeTzion library to stop having
separate hours for religious and secular Israelis.

Orly led the Progressive Movement’s landmark victory in
the Supreme Court of Israel in the case known as the Rabbi
Miri Gold suit which resulted in the court compelling the
government of Israel to pay salaries to non-Orthodox Rabbis
who function in regional councils.

Orly has degrees from Tel Aviv University and Columbia
University. She has been with the Israel Religious Action

Orly is a member of the Progressive congregation in
Mevasseret Zion, where she lives with her family.

NETZER CAMPS IN THE FORMER SOVIET UNION
At the age of 13, Elena discovered her Jewish heritage. Her family sent her to a Netzer Summer Camp and there, she discovered
a world that welcomed, supported and engaged her with Judaism. Elena eagerly continued attending Netzer camps, later
undergoing the requisite leadership and educational coursework to become a madricha. In between her summers, Elena
became more active in her local Progressive Jewish community in Odessa, Shirat Ha-Yam. Elena was driven by questions like:
How can Netzer attract more young people to Progressive Judaism? How can the congregation at Shirat Ha-Yam work to bridge
the generations who attend? And how can she strengthen Jewish identities among the next generation?
These questions formed the basis for Elena’s annual project as a 2017-18 Fellow of the WUPJ Roswell Klal Yisrael Project for
innovative young, Jewish leaders around the world.
Now that she has completed her fellowship year, Elena plans to continue her professional growth and leadership role as
Director of the Shirat Ha-Yam congregation in Odessa. The congregation, under the rabbinic leadership of Rabbi Julia Gris,
is a blossoming community with growing and engaged membership and great potential for the future.
The UIA Progressive Appeal helps fund Progressive Jewish youth rediscovering their Jewish identity in the former Soviet Union.

NOT JEWISH ENOUGH? THE YEMINI FAMILY
No longer can an insensitive Israeli Interior Ministry deny citizenship and residency to
those like the Yemini family whom they arbitrarily determine not to be Jewish enough.
Here is what the family said about the work of Nicky Maor, who made Aliyah from Sydney
in 1989, and now heads the Progressive Movement’s Legal Aid Center for Olim.
“We turned to you on the day we received our son’s expulsion order, with the notice that within
14 days he would be thrown out of Israel under the claim that his living in Israel was not legal. That
day, my stomach cramped, my hope disappeared, my smile was erased, and my sadness and
tears didn’t stop for an instant... You took on the project and immediately sent out documents and
letters to the courts and the Ministry of the Interior. …
And you fought like a lioness until our long-awaited day arrived. Thank you for the days and hours that
your hand did not rest, and your persistence in sending out more letters and more clarifications, thank you
dear and unique woman, we are so grateful. May you continue to succeed to bring about change and
justice in the world.”

EMPOWERING WOMEN OLIM FROM ETHIOPIA
Fantanesh is 35, and a mother of 4 children. Her Hebrew is basic,
even after 10 years in Ashkelon. She works in a supermarket, but her
husband is unemployed. Her children are struggling at school.
The Empowerment Circle has connected her with Ethiopian women in the same community
who she didn’t know before, even though they were neighbours. Funded by the UIA Progressive
Appeal, facilitators work with Fantanesh and her circle to support each other and their families.

PROGRESSIVE JEWISH LIFE FOR RUSSIAN
SPEAKING IMMIGRANTS IN ISRAEL
Part of our movements outreach assists olim from the former Soviet Union.
Rabbi Gregory Kotler leads a young community called Shirat HaYam in Haifa.
The majority of the community has been in Israel for a short period and consists mostly of younger
families for whom Progressive Judaism provides meaning and spiritual fulfilment; a path closed
to them by orthodoxy.
The girl in the photograph is the daughter of a Russian-speaking immigrant family. She
was born in Israel and her parents immigrated to Israel from Russia and the Ukraine in
the early 1990s, shortly after the collapse of the Soviet Union. At her left stands Igor Zinkov,
a rabbinical student at the Leo Baeck College in England, whose work will ensure
Jewish continuity for Russian-speaking Progressive communities.

PROGRESSIVE RABBIS IN ISRAEL
In short space of time, the Progressive Movement has grown to where
over 50 Progressive Rabbis now serve communities across Israel.
So far there is government funding for 11 of them; limited to rabbis serving
in Israel’s regional councils. Until there is full equality with government
funding for orthodox rabbis, the UIA Progressive Appeal helps to
ensure that Progressive rabbis serving in Israel can flourish.

IN 2019, YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE

This year, perhaps more than ever, we ask that you
direct your donation to the UIA Progressive Appeal.
Please write: “UIA Progressive Appeal”
on your UIA pledge form in 2019.

UIA PROGRESSIVE APPEAL
c/o Union for Progressive Judaism
PO Box 712
Concord, NSW 2137

upj.org.au

T 0416 700 613
upj@upj.org.au

