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ROM the heart of Jewish values (emet, 
teshuvah and tzedek), the rabbinic, lay and 
youth leaders of the Progressive Jewish 
Movement in Australia have coalesced 
to support the referendum to amend the 
Constitution as a historic step towards 

justice and reconciliation, whilst acknowl-
edging the existing diversity of opinions 
within our community in Australia. 

The choice facing Australians is: do we 
provide a constitutional guarantee that 
Indigenous Australians will be listened 
to by the government, or do we provide 
them no guarantee and make listening to 
their advice entirely optional?

When we have faced prejudice and even 
persecution throughout history, our voice 
has often not been heard. As Eli Wiesel 
wrote, “What hurts the victim most is not 
the cruelty of the oppressor but the silence 
of the bystander.”

How we will listen, and whether advice 
given through the Voice will lead to 
social justice for First Nations peoples 
are not issues in this referendum. If we 
continue to make listening to Australia’s 
First Nations people entirely optional, we 
risk remaining bystanders to an ongoing 
silence; the silence of the Voice that is not 
heard. 

From the perspective of the Progressive 
Jewish movement, the principle enun-
ciated so beautifully by Rabbi Eugene 
Borowitz (z”l) is that through informed 
choice, we become God’s partners in crea-
tion. He tasked the many rabbis whom he 
taught in New York as follows:

“We need to guide Jews in the difficult 
art of maintaining an intense loyalty to 
Jewish tradition, that of living by a deeply 
Jewish faith, while freely assessing the 

virtues of the various modern ways of 
interpreting it – and within this continu-
ous dialectic process to find the personal 
and conceptual integrity of what it means 
to be a modern Jew.”

We seek to inform the choice our 
nation will make by sharing our Jewish 
values perspective on this vital issue.

Our statement appears below: 
“Justice, Justice You Shall Pursue”
The Union for Progressive Judaism, 

the Assembly of Rabbis and Cantors and 
our affiliated youth movement, Netzer, 
acknowledge the traditional custodians of 
the lands on which we live, learn and pray, 
and pay our respect to their elders, past, 
present, and emerging. We, as represent-
atives of Progressive Judaism in the Asia-
Pacific, are committed to advocating for 
human rights throughout our region, and 
beyond. Central to being a Progressive 
Jew is a commitment to Tikkun Olam, 
which is to strive to improve the world 

in which we live. As it is written, “You 
have been told what is good and what 
the Source of all Life demands from you: 
Only to pursue justice, love goodness and 
to walk humbly with your God” (Micah 
6:8).

Because of this commitment, we rec-
ognise the deep moral and political sig-
nificance of the Uluru Statement from the 
Heart, where Australia’s Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples called for a 
constitutionally guaranteed First Nations 
Voice, the fulfilment of which would 
require an amendment to the Australian 
Constitution to establish such a body 
(Voice). 

Jews have also experienced the deep 
silence that follows atrocity and genocide, 
the experience of being abandoned by 
humanity, the struggle for recognition of 
confronting truths, and the tormenting 
powerlessness of not being heard. Our 
Jewish values call us to action to stand in 

solidarity with Australia’s First Nations 
peoples. Emet, the value of truth, imbues 
us with the responsibility to acknowl-
edge the difficult truth of First Nations 
peoples’ suffering. Teshuvah, repentance, 
requires us to atone for our past wrongs 
and work towards reconciliation. Tzedek, 
justice, demands that we fight for the 
representation of First Nations peoples in 
our parliamentary system. As it is written, 
“death and life are in the power of the 
tongue” (Proverbs 18:21). Voice is power. 
And First Nations peoples deserve the 
power to guide their own destinies. We 
have a long and diverse history, and so do 
Australia’s First Nations. As Jews, we can 
understand their passion for preserving 
their cultural heritage and the importance 
of passing it onto future generations. 

On behalf of the Progressive Jewish 
Movement in Australia, and noting the 
support for this statement of Progressive 
Judaism Victoria, and as proud affiliates 
of the Executive Council of Australian 
Jewry, we support the referendum to 
amend the Constitution as an historic 
step towards justice and reconciliation, 
and pledge to work within and outside 
our own communities to move towards a 
better future for all. 

We openly acknowledge the existing 
diversity of opinions within our commu-
nity and Australia, and invite all to further 
research the matter, hear and listen to 
those affected by the proposed constitu-
tional change, to take into account the 
Jewish values addressed above and to 
engage in open-minded conversations to 
make as informed a decision as possible at 
the referendum .

David Knoll and Brian Samuel are co-presidents 
of the Union for Progressive Judaism.  

Rabbi Allison RH Conyer is chairperson of the 
Assembly of Rabbis and Cantors. 
Avishai Conyer is chairperson of  

Netzer Australia.

is a short, clear, well-written and 
gracious invitation to all Australians 
to unite and commit to better out-
comes and greater progress for the 
descendants of what may well be 
the world’s oldest civilisation. 

I know that the media or at 
least some, do try and be objec-
tive regarding various issues. But 
in this case, we are not talking so 
much about politics but about basic 
human rights. 

Therefore, I would ask that 
you reflect carefully on what is 
a momentous historical event and 
consider supporting the Yes vote. If 
you do so, then you will be encour-
aging families, friends, colleagues 
and the Jewish community to do 
likewise.

Irene Frances Goldwasser
St Kilda, Vic

Don’t support the Voice
YOUR report about the hostile 
response from Indigenous advocacy 
organisation Justice Aunties to the 
Australian Jewish Association for 
opposing the Voice (AJN 04/08) 
is extremely concerning. At the risk 
of stating what should be obvious, 
the opposition of an individual or a 
group to the Voice does not indi-

cate lack of sympathy towards the 
Indigenous peoples of Australia any 
more than support of the Voice is 
necessarily synonymous with hav-
ing their best interests at heart. It 
may come as an eye-opener to some 
to discover that not all Indigenous 
people support the Voice. 

Inasmuch as support for/opposi-
tion to the Voice is broadly divided 
on party lines, our major Jewish 
communal roof bodies, in strongly 
advocating for a Yes vote are, in 
effect, advocating for one major 
political party, i.e. the ALP, as 
against the other (the LNP). This 
would appear to be unprecedented 
and, in my view, incredibly unwise. 
I would urge these roof bodies 
to publicly renounce their parti-
san stance and instead accord the 
Jewish community credit for having 
enough intelligence and awareness 
to vote according to their own con-
science and deliberations. 

Rabbi Chaim Ingram
Bondi Junction, NSW

Prayer and politics
THE Great Synagogue Sydney and 
Rabbi Benjamin Elton acknowl-
edged First Nations peoples well 
before the announcement of the 
Voice referendum and is to be 
commended. Rabbi Chaim Ingram 

(AJN 11/08) might not care for 
inclusion but should do some 
fact-checking before attempting to 
steer your audience with sensation-
alism. Rabbi Ingram is the one that 
should keep out of politics. 

Stephen Green
Vaucluse, NSW

Who killed whom?
IF we continue down the path of 
who killed whom first as Morry 
Sztainbok suggests (AJN 28/07), 
we will end up in biblical times 
when Cain killed Abel. My concern 
as an Israeli Jew who served in the 
IDF and lived the best of his adult 
years in the country we like to 
describe as “the only democracy 
in the Middle East”, is how that 
country treats non-Jews, in par-
ticular those who have lived under 
a stifling occupation regime for 56 
years.

In 2015, some villagers from the 
West Bank town of Turmus Aya 
took me to see their uprooted olive 
groves on land their families had 
farmed for generations. We were 
confronted by masked and armed 
Jewish settlers from the outpost 
of Adei Ad, considered by the 
Israeli government of the time to 
be illegal as it was on stolen land. 
I saw a defaced memorial plaque 

to a Palestinian minister who had 
been shot and killed there, months 
earlier. 

Shortly after my visit, Jewish 
settlers firebombed the family 
home of residents of Duma as 
they slept, killing three of the four 
family occupants, including a baby. 
According to B’Tselem, the Israeli 
Human Rights Centre, there 
have been over 150 violent attacks 
by West Bank settlers against 
Palestinians, including arson docu-
mented just this year, mostly unre-
ported by the media. 

On one thing I agree with 
Morry, there is no equivalence 
between the power of the occupier 
with an army and the occupied 
whose limited rights are trampled 
upon.

David Rothfield
Black Rock, Vic

Exciting breakthrough
ISRAEL’S SolarEdge Technologies 
has joined with Saudi Arabia’s Ajlan 
& Bros Holding to assist with 
Saudi’s transition to solar energy 
(“SolarEdge’s Saudi venture”, AJN 
11/08). This is an exciting interna-
tional breakthrough in that Saudi 
has “no formal diplomatic ties” 
with Israel. This matters a great 
deal in today’s world which needs 

all countries cooperating to achieve 
global peace and a safe climate. 

The venture is also extremely 
important in that oil-rich Saudi 
aims to reduce its “dependence 
on oil by the end of this decade”. 
Evidently, their Vision 2030 Plan 
includes achieving half their elec-
tricity from renewables, and the 
other half from gas, by 2030.

Such ambition may help set a 
stronger example for other fossil 
fuel countries at the upcoming 
international climate conference in 
Dubai, November 30 to December 
12. This will be the major meeting 
of the world’s countries, at a criti-
cal point for speedy climate policy 
agreement and action within the 
next few years.

Barbara Fraser
Burwood Vic

Maccatildas
SATURDAY night’s exciting 
FIFA females’ game brought 
back memories of earlier this cen-
tury when one of our daughters 
was a member of the Australian 
Maccabi Women’s soccer team for 
the Maccabiah Games in Israel. 
They proudly called themselves 
the “Maccatildas”. 

Joe Kensell
Abbotsford, NSW

Members of the Yolngu people from north-eastern Arnhem Land perform the Bunggul 
traditional dance during the Garma Festival in northeast Arnhem Land, Northern Territory. 
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